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Mercy High School, San
Francisco is proud to announce
the celebration of fifty five years
of educational excellence!  For
over half a century, Mercy has
been a cornerstone of the
educational community of San
Francisco, having graduated over
8,500 young women, among them
some of San Francisco’s most
prominent women leaders and
trailblazers.  This year we proudly
honor Mercy High School as we
remember our past, celebrate our
present and look toward our
future!

Excellence has always been central to Mercy’s
educational philosophy.  Mercy High School is the
fruition of a goal set forth by a small group of
dedicated Sisters of Mercy upon their arrival in San
Francisco in 1854.  The school opened its doors in
September 1952 with a class of 199 freshmen in a
partially completed building.  The first graduating
class received diplomas in June 1956.  Today, the
student body has more than doubled.

On Saturday, April 28, 2007, Mercy
High School commemorated this
anniversary by hosting the “Le Mani di
Domani / The Hands of Tomorrow” Gala.
The Mercy community gathered for an
“Italian Holiday”.  The evening’s
itinerary began with a cocktail reception
and silent auction in the Catherine
McAuley Pavilion.  Later, the guests
enjoyed an exquisite multi-course meal
prepared by Esposto’s Catering.
Mercy’s own Father Greg McGivern
welcomed the crowd as the Master of
Ceremony and Campus Minister Rita
Cutarelli, on a Mercy customized Vespa
scooter, kicked off the live auction
bidding.  The evening wrapped up with
dancing to music provided by the renowned R & B / jazz band
— Pure Ecstasy.  The guests enjoyed a sophisticated evening
that marked the beginning of the 55th Anniversary Endowment
Campaign.

As we look toward the future, Mercy High School strives
to maintain the tradition of excellence by continuing to offer
our students innovative educational programs such as the
very successful Women in Medicine program and  anticipate
the Fall 2008 launch of the Women in the Arts program.

Mercy High School San Francisco
Celebrates 55 Years of Excellence in Education!
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Gala Photo
Legend

1. Gail Chastain and Rhonda
Hontalas

2. Roberto and Marguerite
Rodriguez ‘98

3. Pure Ecstasy on stage

4. Gala Theme

5. Principal Dotty McCrea and
Counselor Fr. Greg McGivern

6. Former SF Police Chief  Earl
Sanders and auctioneer Bill
Hontalas

7. Sandy Ferrari Schach ‘82 and
Jim Schach

8. Bill Best, John Woodward, and
Anne Best

9. Rita Cutarelli and Vespa

10. Valerie Mansour, Rima and
Louie Totah, Sonia Azar

11. Sr. Janet Rozzano, RSM ‘56
Sr. Gloria Miller, RSM ‘66
Sr. Melanie O’Brien, RSM ‘64

12. Tanya and Oleg Bolshakoff

13. Mike and Nilsa Lennig, Richard
Dunn, and Nilsa Lennig ‘98

14. Jane and Richard Nahass

15. Kathy Curran and Jim McGarry

16. Band Members seranading
Gladys McCrea

To date the
Silent Phase of
the Campaign

has raised
$307,000
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EMPTY BOWLS PROJECT
The “Empty Bowls” project originated with  Gail

Bennett, Mercy’s Ceramics Teacher and Kathy
Curran, the Community Service Coordinator.

The idea for this project began as a way  to
support the Catholic Worker House of San Bruno,
which provides shelter and a dining hall for the
homeless and hungry, a benefit dinner was organized.
Students at Mercy High School volunteered their
artistic talents by creating ceramic bowls that were
used to serve the meal of soup and bread at this
event.

For a donation of $10.00 guests were able to take
home the ceramic bowls.  Each guest keeps the bowl
as a reminder that there are always “Empty Bowls” in
the world.  This event proved to be more successful
than originally anticipated.  Thanks to all who
supported this event!

Mercy junior, Marilyn Duran traveled to Nairobi, Kenya in January
to participate in the Grassroots Global Justice Alliance delegation to the
World Social Forum.

Marilyn received a scholarship from People Organizing to Demand
Environmental & Economic Rights (PODER) to represent San Francisco’s
Mission District.  PODER located in the Mission district is a grassroots
environmental justice organization. Their mission is to organize with San
Francisco’s Mission and southeastern neighborhood residents to work
on solutions for issues facing low income communities and communities
of color.  They have an ongoing commitment to youth, young people’s
liberation and youth leadership development. They further believe that
improvements to their neighborhoods must be made through collective
social action to bring about social, economic and environmental justice.
Their work includes community based planning, sustainable community
benefit development and addressing environmental health risks to low
income communities of color.

Marilyn has taken leadership roles while working with PODER and
as part of a broader delegation in Nairobi shared their vision of working

together to make
the world a better
place. She
attended
workshops and
trainings, as well
as shared the
work she has
done with PODER
with over 100,000
participants of the
World Social
Forum.

School News

Student volunteer Cat Everett
‘08 distributes “Empty Bowls”

Amany Hasan ‘07 and Carla Malouf
‘07 fill the “Empty Bowls”

Marilyn Duran ‘08 enjoys raw sugar cane in Kenya
Human Rights march in Nairobi, Kenya

Mercy student participates in Global Justice Alliance in Kenya

Grassroots Global Justice in Nairobi, Kenya

EVENTS
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School News

Sunday, March 4, 2007, was the Annual Mother and
Daughter Communion Mass and Breakfast.  Mothers,
mothers-to-be, grandmothers, godmothers, aunts, daughters
and nieces of current students, as well as alumnae, gathered
together on a beautiful and sunny Sunday morning for liturgy
and breakfast.

Hosted by the Parent Guild, this event is a longstanding
and cherished Mercy tradition.

It was a morning of community building, laughter, smiles
and bonding as Father Greg McGivern presided over a
heartfelt and touching liturgy.  A very special thank you goes
to Sister Judy Carle and to Dr. Kim Lucas Benton ‘80, Parent
Guild president, for their expert event planning and
organization.

Louie and Rima Totah prepared a delicious breakfast and
the Mercy fathers were on duty as they served the ladies.

Mother and Daughter Communion Mass and Breakfast

In the summer of 1983, after living
in Greece for 12 years, the
Kotsopoulos family arrived at the
shores of MHS Skipper and were
embraced into the circle of Mercy
High School.  Daughter Dena was
enrolled as a junior, Class of 1985,
husband Alex was hired as a math
teacher (retired June 1996) and wife
Anne became the Administrative
Assistant to the Principal.

Anne with her versatile skills and
energetic enthusiasm systematically revamped and reorganized this
position.  Over the past 23 of steadfast service Anne has been the
anchor for numerous faculty, staff and principals at Mercy.  Then the
siren song and new role of grandmother arose with the arrival of
Dena’s son Vasilaki in 2005.

In 2006 Anne decided it was time to retire.  She is now enjoying
her darling grandson, loves spending time doing crafts, embroidery,
reading, taking trips, walks and gardening with husband Alex.

 Anne extends her greetings to all and revels in the luxury of not
having to wake up at 5:30 am every day.  Happy Retirement, Annie!

Sister Rosemary Sullivan has been serving Mercy
since 1991.  Rosemary has been a Sister of Mercy
since 1948 and
has served in
many capacities
for the order.
She taught
mathematics
and science at
Mercy,
Burlingame and
was also a
teacher at
Russell College.

In addition,
from 1970 to
1981 she
served in
community administration for the Sisters of Mercy.
Sister Rosemary assists with Mercy’s tuition
assistance program by writing grant proposals for
funds to support students.

She also manages our financial aid program and
over the years has helped many families and students
secure tuition assistance to attend Mercy. We are so
grateful to have Sister Rosemary on our campus!

Anne Kotsopoulos

Twenty-three great years

Math Teacher Danny Vo’s
Grandmother Nguyen Thi Nam and

Sister Rosemary Sullivan

Thank you
Anne Kotsopoulos

SERVICE TO EDUCATION

EVENTS

The many roles of
Sister Rosemary Sullivan

Top: Marlene Callejas, Therese Callegas
Bottom: Rosalinda Callejas Sharpe, Michelle Karakes ‘10
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2007/2008 Scholarship Recipients

Alumnae Association Arieanna Anies ’09, Jessica Meyer ‘09
Azevedo Family Karen Garcia ‘10
Best Family Kristen Ernstberger ‘10
William P. Carle Memorial Jasmine Sims ‘10
Rochelle Crosetti Memorial Kristina Morillo ‘09
Rosemarie Currivan Memorial Jessica Lee ‘08
Ernesto & Dora De Trinidad Family Kimberly Au-Yeung ‘08
Sue Houghton Devine Rachelle Hidalgo ‘10
Eleanor Ann Dignan Memorial Jaleh Rendall ‘09
Marygrace Calhoun Dunn Memorial Stacey Nordman ‘09
Bernice Etcheber Samantha Chow ‘09
Frank Fadhl Memorial Bernadette Lim ‘09
John Joseph & Evelyn Mills FitzGerald Memorial Samira Nuru ‘10
Paul B. & Roberta M. Florence Breanna McNeil ‘09
Kimberly Guilfoyle Krupa Solanki ‘10
Alice and Bill Lemke Memorial Virginia Garrett ‘09
Sister M. Lois Natalie Aquino ‘08
Jacqueline and Leo McCarthy Jennifer Hinojosa ‘10
Bernitta & Charles McTernan Memorial Darshana Solanki ‘08
Ann Marie “Murf” Murphy Memorial Yanci Reyes ‘08
Charlotte E. Nurre Olivia Warren ‘10
Pete Perata Memorial Cathryn Howell ‘09
Catina Rose Salarno Memorial Christina Zawaideh ‘09
Cecchetti-Sebastiani Family Monica Tabora ‘10
Sisters of Mercy Claire Lim ’10, Maria Collazos ‘09
Claire Streeter Memorial, in honor of Lisa Streeter ’75 &
Dominique Streeter ’02 Veronica Granucci ‘08
Sr. Rosemary Sullivan Tiffany Hang ‘10
John & Agnes Tarpey Memorial Cassandra Turgman ‘09
Louis & Rima Totah Family Marian Torosyan ‘08
Michael Whelan Memorial Ria Aquino ‘10
Diane Wilsey Cassandra Farrar ‘08
John & Leslie Woodward Rachelle Ramirez ‘10

Nov:  Giovanna Guisti ‘08

North Peninsula Food Pantry and Dining Center
Served dinners to the homeless

received the Jane Powell Memorial Award for Volunteerism

Dec:  Claire DeLiso ‘09  (not pictured)

Exceptional Needs Network
Taught iceskating to autistic children

Jan:  Angel Hu ‘07

Janet Pomeroy Center (Recreation Center for the
Handicapped)

Supervised children with disabilities

Feb:  Sarah Dominguez ‘08

University Mound Ladies Home
            Visited with and cared for elderly women

Mar:  Diane Tam ‘07

Janet Pomeroy Center
(Recreation Center for the Handicapped)

Supervised children with disabilities

May:  Rachelle Mendoza ‘08

Leo J. Ryan Child Development Center
Cared for low-income toddlers and children

Volunteers of the Month
All Mercy students are dedicated to serving the

surrounding community by completing 100 hours of
volunteerism. These young women have been recognized
by their peers for their outstanding dedication to the
following organizations.

STUDENT AWARDS
School News
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Head Coach Locke Chin’s award-winning team, with an
overall record of 29-8 and a WBAL league record of 11-1, played
well into the Central Coast Section playoffs, losing to Menlo High
School in the semi-final round.

Led by Captains Ashley Fox, Pamela Alano, and Esther Hon, the
team placed 1st in the Gold Division of the St. Elizabeth Tournament,
and also placed 1st in the Silver Division of the Cougar Challenge
Tourney.

Fox, Alano and Breanna McNeil were selected 1st Team
All League, Symone MacKiewicz was selected 2nd team All
League, and Esther Hon, Lauren Lagomarsino and Rosetta
Dowling were given Honorable Mentions. Other members of
this triumphant team include: Christina Araujo, Janette Padilla,
Brittany Valenzano, Nicole McDonald, Ashley Oropeza,
Rachel Gabriel, and Kristina Morilla.

In addition to their athletic prowess, Fox and Alano have
excelled in Mercy’s academic arena.  To top off a great
Mercy career, Notre Dame de Namur University in Belmont,
California has given both academic and sports scholarships to
these two outstanding student athletes.

Congratulations to the 2006 Mercy SF Volleyball Team
SPORTS NEWS

Jennifer Rusher ‘07 was recruited by Cal for their Women’s Rowing Team, and will be rowing
and attending Cal on a partial scholarship in the fall.  She participated in tennis and basketball at
Mercy in her freshman year, but rowed with Pacific Rowing Club for her sophomore, junior and
senior years.

After considering several rowing opportunities locally and on the East Coast, she settled on Cal.
She has earned several medals including a bronze medal at Regionals her novice year, and rowed for
California State University at Sacramento at Nationals in Indianapolis last summer.

Rusher Rows Her Way to Cal

Top Row: Coach Locke Chin, Nicole McDonald ‘08,
Breanna McNeil ‘09, Ashley Fox ‘07, Symone Mackiewicz ‘08,
Lauren Lagomarsino ‘08, Rosetta Dowling ‘09

Middle Row: Rachel Gabriel ‘10, Christine Araujo ‘08,
Janette Padilla ‘07, Ashley Oropeza ‘08, Brittney Valenzano ‘07

Bottom Row: Pamela Alano ‘07, Esther Hon ‘07,
Kristine Morillo ‘09

School News
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Alumnae News

REUNION NEWS

1957
Date:  September 23, 2007
Luncheon
Location:  Airport Marriott Hotel

 
Date:  September 24, 2007
Mercy Day Reception
Location:  Mercy High School

For more information: gilagu@juno.com
1962

Reunion Coordinator needed.
1967

Date: October 20, 2007
Location: Irish Cultural Center

For more information:
smlyons@earthlink.net or (415) 242-

1972
Reunion Coordinator needed.

1977
Date: Oct. 6, 2007
Luncheon
Location:  Mercy High School

For more information:
(408)313-9358 or brindge@comcast.net. 

1982
Date:   Saturday, October 20, 2007
Mercy High School

Date: Sunday, October 21, 2007
Off-campus

For more information:
mercyhighschool82@gmail.com  or 925-299-1047

1987
Date: September 22, 2007
For more information:
visit  www.MercySF1987.com
or email: gtravaglio@yahoo.com

1992
Reunion Coordinator needed.

1997
Reunion Coordinator needed.

2002
Reunion Coordinator needed.

Upcoming Reunions...

Thanks to these reunion classes for donating to the
Alumnae Scholarship fund.  A special thanks to the coordi-
nators of these events.

1956 Coordinator
Anne Marra Doran

1971 Coordinators
Patricia O’Neill, Moira Kavanaugh, Rose Cubero Rivieccio, Janet

Monfredini, Mary Coghlan-Rudd, Janet McLoughlin Burke

1956

1971
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Alumnae News

WANTED!
FormerVarsity MVP’s

The athletic department and Debbie Lagomarsino-Mathews are working on a
major project for the pavilion and would like to hear from any VARSITY athlete that
was voted Most Valuable Player, MVP by her teammates and/or coaches in her
specific sport.

Mrs. Mathews has records of a few athletes, but still needs many names and
she would love to hear from you or anyone who has this information.  She may be
reached at dmathews@mercyhs.org or at 415-334-0525 ext 217.

Saturday, March 24th, 2007 marked the return of an
honored event at Mercy High School.  The event was
bigger than ever and acted as a fundraiser for the
Alumnae Association Scholarship Fund.

The results – a fun filled “Eggstravaganza”.
Alumnae, Friends of Mercy, Parents and children
flocked to the campus on a misty Saturday morning.
The smells of fresh Hot Popcorn filled the hallways from
the Main Lobby to Rist Hall.  Crayons and glue sticks
littered brightly colored tables covered by blank Easter
images calling out for a child’s creative touch.  At every
turn brightly colored eggs and colorful balloons
decorated this children’s paradise.

Handmade Easter Baskets, Arts and Crafts, Face
Painting, Carnival Games, Raffle and Bunny BINGO

filled the afternoon of activities.  For
the main attraction, the Egg Hunt, the
council took the theme of
“Eggstravaganza” to a new height –
covering the front lawn with over
1,000 prize-filled Easter Eggs.  The
lawn resembled an iced cake covered
in festive sprinkles.  A special
appearance by the Easter Bunny
created excitement for all of the
children, especially once she helped
them hunt for their eggs!

The council would like to thank all of the
Alumnae, Friends of Mercy, Parents,
Faculty and Mercy Student Volunteers who
attended the event – all of your valuable
time and donations to the event helped to
raise $750 for the Mercy SF Alumnae
Association Scholarship Fund.

ALUMNAE EVENTS

Eggstravaganza Returns

Please check out Mercy’s web page for
Alumnae Council events.  A few of our
future gatherings include:

♦ Book Club every first Tuesday of
the month at 7:00 p.m. in the 4th
Floor Conference Room.  We have
an alumna author joining us
November 6 to discuss her book.

♦ There will be a dance for all
alumnae and guests in the Fall. 
Look for more information soon.

♦ Fall networking event

♦ Our Eggstravaganza is scheduled
for March 15, 2008.

We have heard that some of our
invitations have gone astray, so if you
are interested in attending any of the
events listed on our website, but do not
receive an invitation in the mail, please
contact the office of Community and
Alumnae Relations at 415-334-0525 x
228.

Future Events

Mercy High School, San Francisco
Alumnae Association Presents:

The Mercy SF Book Club

Meetings are
scheduled
for the first
Tuesday of
every month.

For more information call
415-334-0525 ext.228

The Easter Bunny makes a guest appearance

Hunting for eggs

Where are those eggs??
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After graduation from SF
STATE in 1961, Pat began her
teaching career for the SFUSD at
Jose Ortega School. After walking
to grammar school, high school,
college and her first teaching job,
Pat and her husband, Leo Walsh,
moved all the way to Redwood
City.  Their oldest son John was
born in October of 1966 —
daughter, Terri Marie was born 20
months later. Pat says her days
were happily spent at the
neighborhood park — never
planning on returning to the
classroom!

Well, that thought was not to
be.  Pat began her volunteer days

as CCD teacher, Master Catechist, CCD Program Coordinator, Jr.
Great Books Leader and classroom volunteer.  When her
youngest son Matthew was born in 1975, Pat added to these
responsibilities by filling her days as a Mothers’ Guild Officer at
Mt. Carmel and later at Bellarmine College Prep when John and
Matthew were in attendance. Of course, Pat substituted at St.
Pius and St. Charles as well as Mt. Carmel. The oft-heard plea of
her three children was, “Please Mom, never in my classroom.”

Pat returned to USF in September of 1996 for her learning
specialist credential and then a Masters degree in 1997.  Her

Alumnae News

ALUMNAE FEATURE

San Francisco Fire Chief
Joanne Hayes-White ‘82
and Pat Walsh

The Alumnae Council
of Mercy, San Francisco is
proud to send these warm
wishes as we work together
on another 55 Years of
building traditions and
educating the Young Women
in this community.

The Council is comprised of Mercy Alumnae of
all ages and with our ideas we work together to keep
the Mercy community thriving and scholarship
money flowing.

Please join the Council at a meeting every 3rd
Tuesday of the month (excluding summer) at Mercy
High School, San Francisco on the 4th floor.

Masters thesis included a handbook for administers, Responding
to Special Needs in K-8 Catholic Schools in which she described
the development of the Mt. Carmel program.

Pat and Mercy classmates Sister Pat Hunter and Sue
Sheridan Hanck still get together to celebrate their birthdays.
They remember the hours spent in sewing class to create the
perfect outfit to model at the mother-daughter tea.  Pat recalls
that she was so tired of looking at the outfit for all those months
that it was never worn again! Pat definitely credits her four years
of Latin and college prep classes prepared her well for college.

Pat remembers being chosen by Sister Modesto to develop
her public speaking skills by debating two Riordan students one
of whom was Warren Hinckle.  Needless to say Pat’s debating
skills were no match for the seasoned Mr. Hinckle. Pat enjoyed
sharing that experience when she met Warren many years later in
Cork, Ireland on a Sister City Trip with Diane Feinstein!

Pat and her husband, Leo were blessed with 38 wonderful
years of married life.  In 2003, Leo succumbed to pancreatic
cancer at home surrounded by his children and grandchildren.
The United Irish Cultural Center Scholarship was named in his
honor. Leo’s legacy also continues with endowed scholarships at
USF, where Leo was honored as their 1992 Alumnus of the Year,
and at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel School in Redwood City.

Pat has been blessed with a wonderful life and a profession
that energizes and challenges her. She begins and ends each day
with a simple prayer of Thanksgiving. She thanks God for the gift
of that day and asks his blessing in order that she might give
back in some small way for the many gifts she has been given.

Patricia Fleming Walsh, class of ’57

Congratulations for 55 Years of Educating Young women!

For more information:

Visit the Alumnae website at
www.mercyhs.org

 Alumnae Council members Janice Johnston Lee ‘78,
Patricia O”Neill ‘71, and Diane Lawrence ‘65 at the
Business Networking Event
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In Memoriam
Georgina Hinojosa Schmidt ‘56
Elizabeth O’Regan ‘61
Curtis Greene son of Susan Richards Greene ‘56
Marian Mifsud mother of Susan Mifsud Cleaver ’58, Janice Mifsud Khalil ‘63
Teresa Burke mother of Nanci Burke Sebastiani ‘59, Teresa Burke Walsh ’62, Patricia Burke Christensen ’63, Debra Burke Gutierrez ‘70
Syliva Tarantino mother of Diane Tarantino Shea ’59, Claudia Tarantino ‘62
Evelyn Zamlich and George Zamlich mother and father of Judi Zamlich Maxwell ’58, Janice Zamlich Erickson ‘61
Helen Beresford mother of Gael Beresford-Raven ‘63
Dorothy Dellepiane mother of Jean Dellepiane Brillant ‘63
Lloyd Schaefer father of Susan Schaefer Lagomarsino ‘63
Patricia Green mother of Susan Green ‘64
Clare White mother of Sr. Pauline Mary White ’64, Suzanne White Fiust ‘67
Charles Sullivan father of Maureen Sullivan Gallagher ‘65
James Kinavey brother of Marianne Kinavey Newman ‘65
Maurice Tresmontan father of Sharon Tresmontan Kelly ’65, Sue Tresmontan Calderon ‘76
James Keating brother of Carol Keating Cadden ’66, Patricia Keating Ramsay ‘68
Roman Crnich father of Marjorie Crnich Rosemeyer ’66, Elizabeth Crnich Senner ‘69
Frances Kopfer mother of Paula Kopfer Guido ‘66
Anicia Tamayo mother of Juanita Tamayo Lott ‘66
Thomas O’Brien father of Sharon O’Brien Kelly ‘67
Robert Rames husband of Patti McHugh Rames ‘67
Josephine Coffey mother of Linda Coffey Christie Bargato ‘68
Joseph King father of Patricia King Keightley ’68, Mary King-Gorwky ’71, Ann King-Murphy ‘85
John Lubey father of Catharine Lubey Ralph ’68, Christine Lubey Arriaza ’71, Lorraine Lubey Bongiovanni ’74,

Karen Lubey Barnett ’75, Janice Lubey Harlan ’81, Diane Lubey Imbach ‘83
Magdalena Disperati mother of Maria Disperati Turcott ‘69
Phil Feiner father of Regina Feiner ‘69
Gordon Polen father of Susan Polen ‘69
Frank Coghlan father of Kathleen Coghlan Toomey ’69, Mary Coghlan Rudd ‘71
Ubalda Torres mother of Renee Torres Wade ‘70
Ida da Silva mother of Mary da Silva Abinate ’70, Peggy da Silva Hodapp ’72, Geralyn da Silva  McCarty ’77,

Kathleen da Silva Cullinan ‘80
Mario Paolini father of Claire Paolini ’70, Adrienne Paolini ’74, Bernadette Paolini ‘74
Charles Meagher father of Valerie Meagher Simmons ‘71
Loretta Marchand mother of Michele Marchand ‘72
Ruth Bustos mother of Ruth Bustos Navarro ’72, Veronica Bustos ‘87
Mary Magee mother of Mary Magee ’73, Sheila Magee Hammitt ‘84
Leo McCarthy father of Sharon McCarthy Allen ’74, Conna McCarthy Craigie ‘75
Richard Rodriguez father of Diane Rodriguez Cunnane ‘75
Darko Matulich father of Sasha Matulich ‘75
Christopher Pendenza brother of Loretta Pendenza ‘75
John Kelly father of Suzanne Kelly Howard ‘76
Neil Murphy father of Kathleen Murphy ’76, Maureen Murphy Conefrey ’79, Colleen Murphy O’Reilly ‘84
Manuel Flores father of Diana Flores ‘77
Raymond Stagnaro father of Marjorie Stagnaro Patane ‘77
Helen Gonzales Ziegler mother of Dana Gonzales Ribero ‘78
Richard Dixon father of Carol Dixon Edwards ’78, Nancy Dixon ‘85
Donald Gianfermo father of Donna Gianfermo Meschi ‘79
Richard Murphy father of Patricia Murphy Burke ‘79
Shirley Planka mother of Donna Planka Lippi ‘82
Sharon Kroll mother of Gina Kroll Porciuncula ‘82
Joseph Spingola brother of Grace Spingola Klingler ‘82
Monique Foti mother of Louise Foti Stephens ‘83
Thomas Miller father of Maryann Miller ‘90
James Riley father of Kerry Riley ‘96
Gordon Douglas father of Jessica  Douglas ‘07
James Lee father of Krystal Lee ‘08

In Memoriam Corrections

We apologize for errors that were made in the Winter issue of Mercy

News.  The following is the correct information:

Florence Doyle mother of Sheila Doyle Gilson ’71, Jodi Doyle Ratto
’74, Denise Doyle Vernello ’76; grandmother of Shawna Vesco ‘01

Deborah Doyle sister of Sheila Doyle Gilson ’71,  Jodi Doyle Ratto

’74, Denise Doyle Vernello ’76

William Disse brother of Patty Disse Fitch ’73, Stephanie Disse

Bostock ’75, Cathy Disse Curtis ’76, Clare Disse ‘77

Alumnae News
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1950’s
Joan McCarrick Vernon ‘56 – Our Fifty Year Class Reunion at
Mercy on Sept. 22 was the highlight of our reunion weekend.
Thank you to the faculty and gracious students.

The Class of ’57 is still having
fun!
(Bottom left to top)Marilyn
Duggan Caselli, Maureen Lenihan,
Kathy Charcho Luhrs, Jackie
Lawless Isola, (Bottom right to
top) Gail Lemoge Cody, Ellen Arata
Holden, Diane Mattson Dowling
and Maylou Collins Brittner
enjoyed a 12 day Grand
Mediterranean & Greek Isle cruise
on the Grand Princess.

Rita O’Brien Barichievich ’57
volunteers with Project Read and enjoys 6 grandchildren.

Mary Ann Roggasch Slaughter ’57 is a proud parent of 5
children and works as a health care risk management consultant.

Rosemary Griffin Cadden ’58 had lots of fun with Holy Name
and Mercy friends on trip to Russian River and a “medicare”
dinner  when they hit the 65!!

Louisa Magdalen McMullin ’59 has retired and moved to Little
Falls, Minnesota to be close to son Steven and wife Peggy and
their two daughters, Krystal Ann 16 yrs and Kaitlyn 12 yrs.

1960’s
Joanne Nomellini Finnerty ’61 was elected Chairperson of the
Board of Governors of the Silicon Valley Capitol Club – the first
woman to hold the position!  She is also on the Leadership Circle
of the Tech Museum of Innovation; Captain of the Almaden Golf
and Country Club’s 18-Hole Women’s Group and served as a
Trustee on the San Jose Reperatory Theater Board.

Paula La Rocco Baum ’63 and husband Carl are first time
grandparents!  Lily Jane Gelb was born to parents Gretchen and
Mike on November 11, 2006.  Everyone is healthy and happy!
Congratulations!!

1970’s
Debra Burke Gutierrez ’70 oldest son, Dan, is an officer in the
Civil Engineering Corps of the U.S. Navy.

Susan Grealish Flanigan ’70 reports daughter Danielle ’05 is in
her second year at CCSB studying criminology.

Theresa Caradeuc Binnion ’71 loves living in Washington State
and left the medical social work after 23 years in 2001.  Now
devotes full time attention to their jewelry business with husband
James.

Ursula Durkin Perotti ’72 retired from S.F. General Hospital in
2003 and is working as a RN supervisor at the Blood Centers of
the Pacific on the Peninsula (Millbrae).  She was able to do the
Blood Drive here in the Spring, 2006 and enjoyed seeing the
school and talking with the faculty again.

Maureen O’Neill Ceccarelli ’73 is marking the 20th year
Anniversary of her art gallery called “The Next Door Gallery” in
San Diego.  You are all invited to the party in May!

Colleen Norgard Vignati ’75 has worked as a legal assistant for
30 years for an international law firm.  She reports daughter, Gina
’06 is at the Academy of Art University majoring in Advertising/
Illustration Photography and recently had a gallery showing at
Mercy SF’s McAuley Pavilion.

Glenda Aviles-Hague ’78 and husband Matthew are the proud
parents of their new baby boy, Matthew (Mateo) Delman Hague
born on May 26, 2006.  Congratulations!

Victoria Murray Baldocchi ’78 and husband Robert are the
proud parents of Clarissa, 5 yrs., and Robert Keith born on June
20, 2006.  Congratulations!

Marianne Dunn Daly ’79 married Michael Daly of Christchurch,
New Zealand in July, 2005.  The wedding was celebrated in San
Francisco with guests traveling from New Zealand, Australia,
Ireland, England, Italy as well as both coasts of the US.  They are
living in Christchurch with two of Michael’s sons.

Patricia Hayes ’79 is finishing her tour at the U.S. Embassy in
Paris and will be returning in the summer of 2007 either to
Washington, D.C. or San Francisco.  Welcome back!

Rosanna Gomez-Martin ’79 married Ron Martin in June, 2005
and now has a family of 4 boys: Vince 25 yrs. Joshua 13 yrs,
Zachary 10 yrs, and Luke 8 yrs.  Vince is a graduate of Long
Beach State (May ’06).  Congratulations!

Angel Guzzetta Hession ’79 lives in Belmont, CA with husband
and two teenage daughters.  She works in the Special Education
depart. with Belmont Schools and has her own catering/party
planning business.

1980’s
Carol Cronin Lopez ’80 married her long-time partner Jorge in
2004 and has 4 beautiful children from 24 down to 9 years old.
First grandchild, Connor, turned 1 year on February 3, 2007.
Congratulations!

Alumnae News

Where are they now?
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Ileta A. Joseph Sumner ’80 has been selected by the Women
and the Law Section of the State Bar of Texas to receive its Ma’at
Justice Award during their annual convention in San Antonio,
Texas on June 21, 2007.  This award was established to recognize
and celebrate individual attorneys or an association of attorneys
who have contributed to the furtherance of justice in our society.
Currently, Ileta is battling congestive heart failure and hopes to
resume her legal career sometime in the future.

Gina Kroll Porciuncula ’82 is living a great new life in Daly City
with son, Aaron (16) and best friend, Renee.

Marsha Bloomingdale Burch ’83 and husband Brad celebrated
their 20th wedding anniversary.  She graduated from Cal State,
East Bay, with a BS in Industrial Psychology and is an advocate
for the disabled.

Teresa Arriaga ’85 has been appointed U.C.’s Director of
Berkeley’s Early Academic Outreach Program.  She graduated
with honors from St. Mary’s College in 1989 with a double major
in English and Government.  She and husband, guitarist Patrick
Greene, celebrated their 10th wedding anniversary last May and
are the proud parents of Aiyana Margarite (6) and Coleman
Manuel (3).

Nicole Paulsen
Cronin ’87 lives in
Mill Valley and is
the proud parent
Irene, 17, Trevor,
16, Adrian, 14 Ian, 6
and Jade, 4.  She is
the owner of
Sycamore Park
Preschool and
would love to re-
connect with any
alumnae.  Her email
address is nikki@sycamoreparkpreschool.com.

Melanie Caplan Wold ’88 reports she and husband John are
being kept extremely busy with Ryan, Sydney and Kyle who are
now 2.  All three are talking up a storm!

Alla Korot ‘88 is
starring in a critically
acclaimed comedy
titled “Domestic
Import”.  Alla plays
the lead role as the
nanny.  Alla  is
shown with Ms.
Nolfi and current
students, Jessica
Fisher ‘08, Veronica
Laurence ‘07

1990’s
Linda Yelinek Barron ’91 married Bruce Barron on March 23,
2006 and welcomed newborn daughter Kinsley Celine on 9/26/06.
Congratulations!!

Valerie Millard ’94 congratulations for making Captain for
United Express Airlines.  She said “only 3% of women today are
airline captains and I thank my foundation at Mercy High School
for getting me here.”

Three year old Sebastian
Leff kisses brother Julian,
3 months. The boys live in
Singapore with parents
Catherine Belonogoff ’91
and Jonathan Leff.

2000’s
Candace Garrison ’02
graduated from the University of San Francisco and received a
BSN in December 2006.  She is currently working as a RN in the
pediatric intensive care unit at Children’s Hospital and Research
Center in Oakland.

Crystal Ramirez ’02 graduated from S.F. State University in
January 2007 with a BA in Child and Adolescent Development.
Crystal will be continuing her studies for a Masters in Education
and a Multiple Subject Credential at UC Berkeley.

Karlynn Lee ’05  led her team, the College of San Mateo, in
scoring and rebounding!

Jasmine Lowe ’06 plays for Foothill Junior College and was
selected as the Most Valuable Player of the Coast Conference
and to the All-State team!

Marie Colon ’06 led Skyline College in scoring and assists in
past season.

Lillian Jacks ’06 is at City College of San Francisco as a redshirt
on the basketball team

Sarah de Tuboly ’06 is at Cal State Fullerton and is red shirting
this basketball season.

Alumnae News

Where are they now?

Don’t forget!!
The Mercy High School Technology Department will recycle
your used Toner and Ink Jet cartridges.  We will also recycle
your old cell phones. Please drop them off at the main office,
Attn: Technology Department.
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Virginia Military Institute
Thammasat University
Texas Southern University
Southern Oregon University
Sonoma State University
Skyline College
Santa Clara University
College of  San Mateo
San Jose State University
University of San Francisco
San Francisco State University
San Diego State University
Saint Mary’s College of California
University of Portland
University of the Pacific
University of Oregon
Notre Dame de Namur University
Northwestern University
Loyola Marymount University
Holy Names University
Dominican University
De Anza College
City College of San Francisco
California State University, Monterey Bay
California State University, Fullerton
California State University, Chico
California Maritime Academy
California Lutheran University
University of California at Santa Cruz
University of California at Santa Barbara
University of California at San Diego
University of California at Riverside
University of California at Merced
University of California at Los Angeles
University of California at Irvine
University of California at Davis
University of California Berkeley
Boston University
Academy of Art University

Congratulations to the class of 2007, the newest graduates of Mercy High
School, San Francisco.  These students have been accepted to the follow-
ing colleges and universities:

Newest Alumnae!
Class of 2007 College Acceptance List
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Mercy High School
3250 Nineteenth Avenue
San Francisco, CA  94132

SAVE-THE-DATE
Holiday Boutique

Saturday
November 17, 2007

10 AM – 4 PM
 This event benefits the Athletic Department and

admission is free. 

If you are interested in being a vendor
Please contact the school for an application.

SAVE-THE-DATE

Mercy Society Induction
Donor Reception

Friday
January 18, 2008

7 pm-9 pm

Alumnae Updates

Contact the Community and Alumnae Relations Office to update your address, e-mail and
phone number.  Are you looking to reunite with classmates?  We can post your e-mail address
on our Alumnae website so you can keep in contact with people from your past.  Feel free to
share your latest accomplishments, stories, family news, career updates, etc. for the “Where
are they now” section  of the Mercy News.




